Fenn's, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses NNR

PRESS RELEASE

Dragonfly Day

On Sunday, come and celebrate the international importance of Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses National Nature Reserve near Wrexham and Whitchurch, in a Natura 2000 Site Green Day Event.  On the afternoon of Sunday 7 August members of the public can come on a guided walk on Whixall Moss, to see one of the largest dragonfly populations in the Britain.

The event will start at 1.00 pm on Sunday 7 August, at the Manor House NNR Base, near the Waggoner’s pub in Whixall. The event is being run for English Nature and the Countryside Council for Wales by dragonfly expert Pete Boardman. Book early as places are limited.

The Moss is now, since May, a fully blown Special Area of Conservation, of international importance for its bog wildlife. All over Europe a series of Green Day Events are being held on these European wildlife sites, to show them to the public, www.eurosite-nature.org.uk. The Mosses’ dragonflies and damselflies are particularly important.

English Nature’s Site Manager Joan Daniels said “A good wetland in this area might have 12 or 13 different species of dragonflies and damselflies, the next best site in Shropshire has 18 species but the Mosses have 27 recorded species. That is a very good number for this far north.”

Dragonflies are some of our most spectacular airborne insects. They have been so well adapted to their environment that they haven’t changed their designs since prehistoric times. However only fifteen years ago, they nearly lost their home at Whixall due to drainage for intensive commercial peat cutting for gardening.

Dragonflies live as nymphs in water for up to three years, and only emerge as flying adults for a few weeks to mate. On drained bogs, without pools of water, they become extinct, so by not using peat, people can not only save bogs, but lots of dragonflies as well.

Since 1991, English Nature and the Countryside Council for Wales have been mending the peat bog, by damming the drained peat cuttings to retain rain-water, the lifeblood of the Mosses. This has resulted in a massive explosion in numbers of dragonflies and damselflies.

Gladys Mary Coles, in her ‘Kingdom of Sphagnum’ section of ‘The Echoing Green’ collection of poetry, (Flambard Press 2001), described one of the most special dragonflies on the Mosses -  “And out from sheltering sphagnum, lured by light/ they come on the glass of their wings,/ white-faced dragonflies whose faces shine/ resembling us at dusk.” 

Joan Daniels, said “The public probably own more black darter dragonflies here than anywhere else in Britain. They are zooming round like yellow and black mini-helicopters at the moment. I hope lots of people come and see them and realize how wonderful peat bogs are.” 

To book on the event, ring 01948 880362 or 07968 331346 at the week end.

NOTES TO EDITORS

FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Joan Daniels on 01948 880 362, and for jpegs files of the white-faced darter, emperor or four-spot chaser, contact Pete Boardman on peperouda@btinternet.com or on 07968 331346.

ENGLISH NATURE  

English Nature is the statutory advisor to Government on nature conservation in England and promotes the conservation of England’s wildlife and natural features. www.english-nature.org.uk.

THE COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL FOR WALES 

The Countryside Council for Wales is the Government’s statutory advisor on sustaining natural beauty, wildlife and the opportunity for outdoor enjoyment throughout Wales and its inshore waters. www.ccw.gov.uk. 

For further CCW information/ Welsh language interviews, contact Meinir Wigley, Public Relations Officer on  01686 613416

