Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses National Nature Reserve
PRESS RELEASE

Watery wilderness for wildfowl and waders.

to celebrate ‘Compost Awareness Week’
The public are invited to come and see for themselves the splendid bird life of Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses National Nature Reserve, near Whitchurch, on the Wrexham/ Shropshire border on Sunday 24 April.


Since 1991 English Nature and the Countryside Council for Wales have been dramatically altering the bird’s-eye view of the Mosses. No longer do birds flying over see the bone-dry bare desert of the drained cut peat bog. The raised bog restoration programme has instead created a watery wetland wilderness for waders and wildfowl.

This Sunday, 24 April at 2pm, English Nature’s Voluntary Wardens Eric Marsh and Estelle Hughes will lead a guided bird walk from the Manor House NNR Base, near the Waggoner’s pub at Whixall onto Fenn’s and Whixall Mosses, to celebrate ‘National Compost Awareness Week’. 

The Mosses NNR is a superb site for bird watching. In spring, the bubbling call of curlew haunts the re-wetted Moss. Trilling skylark and meadow pipit soar over cleared cuttings, mallard and teal chicks cheep and snipe dart up like silver bullets from winter floods. 

Now, when they are flying over, greenshank, green sandpiper, golden plover, ruff, whimbrel, dunlin, redshank, spotted redshank, turnstone and oystercatcher no longer see a desert and fly on, but a wetland so drop down.

The increased wildfowl population now supports many raptors, such as peregrine, buzzard and sparrowhawk. Merlin, long- and short-eared owl, marsh and hen harriers can also be seen. And all summer long hobby can be seen acrobatically catching the new clouds of dragonflies.

English Nature’s Site Manager Joan Daniels said, “This is the fourth spring that Eric and Estelle have agreed to show the birds of this wonderful place to the public. Last year’s walk was so popular we have had to introduce a booking system to control numbers, so if anyone wants to come they should ring me as soon as possible on 01948 880362 or 07974 784799 to book”.

“ We are holding this walk for Compost Awareness Week because we hope our visitors will be able to see for themselves that they will save part of the world’s boggy bio-diversity for birds if they ask for and use alternatives to peat in garden centres this spring or make their own compost, www.compost.org.uk . Peat extraction for use in our gardens is now spreading even to the pristine bogs of Eastern Europe, which so many birds depend on. The solution to this destruction lies in all of our hands. ”

NOTES TO EDITORS

FOR MORE INFORMATION on the event, and for jpeg files of the Mosses, contact Pete Boardman on peperouda@btinternet.com or leave a message on 07968 331346

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on Fenn's, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses NNR / photo opportunities / guided walks on the Mosses / Mosses trails and other enquiries please contact Dr. J. L. Daniels, English Nature, Manor House, Moss Lane, Whixall, Shropshire, SY13 2PD, (tel. 01948 880362)

ENGLISH NATURE  

English Nature is the statutory advisor to Government on nature conservation in England and promotes the conservation of England’s wildlife and natural features. www.english-nature.org.uk.

THE COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL FOR WALES 

The Countryside Council for Wales is working for a better Wales where everyone values and cares for our natural environment. More information about our work is available on www.ccw.gov.uk.                                                                       

For further CCW information/ Welsh language interviews, contact Meinir Wigley, Public Relations Officer on  01686 613416.

COMPOST AWARENESS WEEK

The Composting Awareness Association is a UK, not for profit, membership association promoting sustainable management of biodegradable resources. This initiative was brought to the UK in 2001.

www.compost.org.uk

