Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses National Nature Reserve
PRESS RELEASE

‘Investigate Insects Day’

to celebrate National Insect Week and Wales Biodiversity Week
Insects are such an important part of our world, and, to bring us closer to the amazing array that can be found on the Mosses, English Nature and the Countryside Council for Wales are encouraging people to come and take part in two events held at Fenn's, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses NNR on Sunday 12 June. 
Entomologists Peter Boardman and Ian Cheeseborough will be introducing all ages to some of the nearly 2000 species identified on this Wetland of International Importance, to celebrate National Insect Week, which is a brand new initiative designed to highlight the importance of invertebrates and bring everyone closer to their amazing world, (http://www.nationalinsectweek.co.uk).
The children’s event will start at 10.00 am on Sunday 12 June, at the Manor House NNR Base, near the Waggoner’s pub in Whixall and run until 12.30 pm. During this time several different insects can be made using a range of materials and styles. 

The afternoon walk will leave at 2.00 pm until 4.30 pm. It will be an opportunity to search for some of the specialities of the Mosses such as the White-faced Darter dragonfly and the Large Heath butterfly, both saved after near destruction of their habitat by commercial peat cutting.

For families, why not bring a picnic lunch and come to both events?

The walk also forms one of an extensive series of events being held all over Wales and the Borders, to celebrate Wales Biodiversity Week. Details of more events, co-ordinated by the Wales Bio-diversity Partnership can be found on www.biodiversitywales.org.uk. 


English Nature’s Site Manager Joan Daniels said, “Wales Biodiversity Week runs running from 19 June to 27 June, and the events are scattered from north to south and, from the tip of Anglesey in the west to us here on the Borders in the east. The events range from dolphin spotting to creating otter holts to guided walks like ours for all the family.”

“Bio-diversity is very important to us all – it means the range of wildlife found in our world. Bog bio-diversity is particularly important to our world because bog plants lay down peat, fixing carbon and, as long as they are not destroyed by peat cutting, this helps to combat global warming.”

Events at the Mosses are always popular and must be booked in advance. All ages are welcome. (tel. 01948 880362 (answerphone available for out of hours enquiries) or 07974 784799).

Notes for editors
1. For more information and jpegs file illustrations of the Moss, curlews, guided walks or cotton sedges, contact Joan Daniels, 01948 880 362 (mobile 07974784799) or e-mail joan.daniels@english-nature.org.uk.


2. Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses is part of Britain’s 3rd largest raised bog Site of Special Scientific Interest. English Nature and the Countryside Council for Wales have been repairing this internationally important wetland by clearing smothering pine and birch scrub and restoring water levels back to the peat surface for the past eleven years, with spectacular results.


3. English Nature is the government agency that champions the conservation of wildlife and natural features throughout England. (http://www.english-nature.org.uk)


4. The Countryside Council for Wales is the government’s statutory adviser on wildlife and countryside and maritime conservation matters in Wales. 
(http://www.ccw.gov.uk)

5.  For further CCW information/ Welsh language interviews, contact Meinir  Wigley, Public Relations Officer on  01686 613416.

6. The Wales Bio-diversity Partnership brings together key players from the public, private and voluntary sectors to promote and monitor actions for bio-diversity in Wales.

7. National Insect Week is a brand new initiative designed to highlight the importance of invertebrates and bring everyone closer to their amazing world.

(http://www.nationalinsectweek.co.uk)
