Rich babitats

The presence of sills and basins in the loch boch complicates
the warer movement. These different conditions produce a
rich variery of hahivars dachaidbean and marine life beatha
na mars. The high diversity of marine life 15 also enriched by
the mixing of species normally found in colder nas fugine
more northerly waters such as small spiky snow-white
ancmienie Pararodatis AT ORI nid those found in warmer
nas blaithe more southerly waters such as the red sea finger
Aleyonivwen glomerstun, leading o a Bucinating combination
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Lesch Sunart 15 one of several areas on the west coast of
Scotland which support otters ddblrain and is believed to
have one of the highest concentrations of orter activity on
the mainland tir mar, The extensive rocky shoreline cladach,
isolaved islands and coastal woodlands e | I & safe and
suitable habitat for otters to lorage spuill, rest and breed in.
They search the shallow waters of the shoreline, hunting
sealg down their prey of fish iasg, crabs and other animals
which shelver fasgadh wirhin the protective fronds of the
seaweed teamaimn. |hese kelp beds are a Bvouriee hunting
ground of the otter and are a good place to warch if you

WILNE B0 "h|1|l‘|‘ an otieT.
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Rocks and reefs

Along Loch Sunart's recky shore different species can

be found in clearly defined zones. There are colourful
lichens crotal dathail on the upper shore, wracks dominate
the middle shore, wirh red seaweeds, harmacles hdimich
il 3-.1.'||!I on the lower shiore, To maincain dheir |'ll:.l-il Tt
amongst the constantly swirling waters uisgeachan luasgach,
seaweeds attach themselves to rocks, pebbles or shells
sligean with a holdfast, However, in very sheltered sea
lochs lochan marmwa rare free-living form of cpg wrack
A -'-:l"II':I|1'."|'.I-'.'.Hr\-:m‘:u:-|'H.'.I ecad mackait is found.

Bedds of seaweed are a popalar hunring ground for
orrers and chis egg wrack is an imporeane nursery

habitae bor i'.l.'l-'l: nile fish
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CHrer feedimg

Carmaman muaarels,
Loch Suwart,

In the exposed outer part of the loch, two towering unider

waber o L:i'.p:_-ru.ml.;m'tl_'n_ Hikj_l.l Pinnacle and Broad Rock,

create vertical and overhanging bedmck cliffs sguran that
plunge sharply o the deprhs. Along with steep boulder
and bedrock slopes, these provide o home to a myriad of
organisms which thrive in the hl:r-::-rl# currents strothan
Ligialir r|1r.r4_-. .".I.au.wi_- grey elephants’ ear sponges
'.- Fachymatismag folwrfonia josthe
for space with red sea fingers,
dead man's hingers A feyouium
drgriatun, cup corals I'.'..'r::l ul|'.'|.|l"_!| e
rrtbi. northern sea fan Su .:',I?.r.:
Parlficla, crimson anemaones
Cooryractis virfdss, and the rare deecp
water candy strped feather star
Leptometra celties.

In the deep muddy salach basins all chree
1..j'||_'|_'i:_'~. of British Breatunnach ST OO,
one of which reaches over two metres call!
This sea pen is apely called che rall sea pen
2 Funicnding quadrangredacs and has been found
B in waters 2000 metres dee p! Orcher
preasured luachmbir sealoch species are
the sealoch anemone Protantied simples
which is only tound in Scotrish sea
leechs and ehe Maorthern Hatcher
shell Thyasra gowlidi which i a
protected species and is thought
to be a relic from the lase ioe age

am na deigh.

Chystercatolrers,

White-tailed sea cagle.

bird s-eye view

Once persecuted o extinction cur as, the magni ficent
sea eagle iolair mara was re-introduced vo Scotland in
1975 and may again be seen in the Sumart area. Their
numbers are gradually buillding wp and their range 15
extending along the west coast cladach an iar from their
release areas, These spectacular birds hunt fish and sca
birds. and rake carrion hlionach

Many orher birds nest or visit Loch Sunart. Herons
corra - ghriodhaich can often be seen stalking sealg fish
at the water's edge, oyitercatehers use their long orange
beaks to picrce musse] shells, while mallard and teal

dabble in the sheltered inlets caolais fasgach

As well as the rocky reetls sgeirean ercagach and sediment
e IJ“"F communitics there are SpHeC ial reets formed h_\'
animals heathaichean wath hard shells or tubes, Loch
Sunart is home to one of the best populations arrcambean
of lame shells Léwarsa bigns in che UK, these shells
aggregarne l-:.l.!..,"t'lili.'l' forming a hard hl-u_!.:'nl.i-'.' recl v which
ather reel antmals and plants, swuch o the nanonally scarce
gann spoon worm Amaloioms eddystonense attach, The
flame shells in these reefs may occur at densities of up oo

400 per square metre in Loch Sunart!

Britele star

Between the wlaneds of []:rmml:,'. ]l:'.'-_!a,.i and Carna, tides
s move over shallow gudombain rocky arcas. Here, light
bulb sea squirts Cliveling fepadiforais and crect organisms
such as 'snow covercd’ hydroids or froecn calcarsous
tubcwarms with bonners of bright colours all fileer-feed
partiches smiirnean from the water, The upper surfaces
uachdairof rocky boulders are covered by beds of the
spiny brictlestar Opbiorbrix fragiis and the black brictlestar
Lipdiocoming uigra raising their arms into the water column

in rhythm with the passing currents,



