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The aim of this seminar is to better equip organisations and individuals managing protected sites to develop opportunities for environmental, social as well as economic
benefits on protected sites.

Background
Natura 2000 is the European network of protected sites for nature conservation. It
gives a legal framework for nature protection and, as such, provides the basis and opportunity to develop win-win solutions with stakeholders such as local communities,
local authorities, businesses and developers. There is an increasing need for site managing organisations to combine activities that demonstrates social as well as economic
benefits of protected areas. This is necessary both to protect the sites and to secure adequate funding for management.
There are many examples across Europe of win-win solutions that deliver such wide
ranging benefits. Site managing organisations across Europe face very similar challenges, so there are wide opportunities to apply solutions in one country, which have
been developed in another.
This seminar provides the opportunity to share experience and to learn from each
other through a number of case studies and breakout sessions. You will learn about
the following:

•

•

•

Overview of Habitats and Birds Directives.
Legal requirements, responsibilities for maintaining favourable condition and
Natura 2000. A number of examples will be presented to illustrate that Natura
2000 and sustainable development can be complimentary. Examples of collaboration between stakeholders to develop win-win solutions and the role that
NGOs can play in the planning system will be discussed.
Practical knowledge of successful economic activities that can take place on
Natura 2000 sites. The following issues will be discussed: factors to consider
before initiating community revitalisation projects; features that characterise
good sustainable tourism and forestry projects. This module will be accompanied by case studies that demonstrate how European funding (Leader +) can
help enhance the livelihood of local communities through environmental projects on Natura 2000 sites.
How European funding can be used to develop sustainable projects and
manage Natura 2000 sites. This module will use the new WWF search tool as a
gateway into the various European funding streams to provide an overview.
Participants’ own examples will be used to explore the various funding opportunities.

For further information contact: Daniel Piec
Email: daniel.piec@natura-international.org
Tel: 0044 (0) 1536770359; Mobile: 0044 (0) 7748658990
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Registration and breakfast
Welcome by Eurosite and Dr Roger Mitchell, Natura International.
Introduction to Birds and Habitats Directives, David Harrison, Natural England.
Questions and discussion
Case study of a development that became a win-win solution and a Life project , Paul
Evans, Natural England.
Questions and discussion
Coffee
Case study of a win-win solution, Martin Davey, Natural England.
Questions and discussion
Lunch
The importance of NGOs involvement in the planning system, Nicholas Hammond
Director of the Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs, Northants and Peterborough
Questions, discussion and working groups
European funding streams – Application of WWF search tool, Peter Torkler, WWF
Germany.
Working groups will use the European funding search tool
Coffee
Working groups continue
Finish
Dinner
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Breakfast
Interreg and Leader as funding instruments for environmental, social and economic
projects on Natura 2000 sites: presentation by Jon Jordan of Interreg IIIB, UK Contact
Point and Martin Law, Leader + Contact Point.
Questions and discussion
Coffee
Highlights from the international seminar: ‘Connecting Natura 2000 and Economic
Activities’ held in the Netherlands (Christina Cork, Natural England)
Questions and discussion
Pack lunch and site visit to Woodwalton Fen NNR and presentation about the Great
Fen Project
Concluding remarks and finish
Dinner
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